What is Milky Spore?
Milky Spore is a naturally occurring bacterium that affects Japanese Beetle, June Beetle and certain other common lawn grubs.

How fast does it work and how long does it last?
Milky Spore begins working as soon as it is applied as long as grubs are feeding. Once grubs are infected they will multiply the Spore by several billion times and spread it further. In warm climates good control can occur in one to three years. In colder areas like New England, three to five years. Once established in a lawn, Milky Spore has been known to last 15 to 20 years.  If you apply more than the recommended application rates, complete control will happen sooner.

Will freezing ruin the Spore? What about heavy rain?
No, Milky Spore is not affected by freezing or other adverse environmental conditions. Heavy rain may wash away newly applied Spore dust necessitating re-treatment.

Will fertilizer or chemical pesticides affect the Spore?
Yes.  Synthetic fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides can reduce the effectiveness of Milky Spore.  Wait at least two weeks after applying such things to apply Milky Spore.  If you think you need immediate results, use Nematodes in conjunction with Milky Spore.  Use organic fertilizer from now on to help restore your soil’s natural microbial life which helps, like an immune system to ward off future problems.

Can I use Milky Spore in the vegetable garden?
Yes, Milky Spore is harmless to food crops. It is not a chemical pesticide. It may be used in gardens, around pools and wells.

Should children and pets be kept off the treated lawn?
Milky Spore does not affect pets, beneficial insects, fish, bees, birds, other animals, plants, or man. It is not a poison.  Keep it out of your mouth, eyes and open wounds when applying it though.  Once it’s washed into the soil it’s completely harmless.

Can I mix the Spore in water and spray it?
No, the Spore dust must remain concentrated and applied in spots. Do not apply Milky Spore Powder with fertilizer spreaders or grass seed spreaders. For spreader applications, use the special Milky Spore Spreader Mix.

Can I cut my grass after applying the Spore?
No. Do not mow your grass until the Spore has been watered into the soil by rain or hose for 15 minutes or longer.  Cutting the lawn before application is a good idea but not necessary.

What if I treat my yard and my neighbor doesn't?
Your lawn will be protected even if you are surrounded by untreated property. Eventually, the Spore will creep next door into adjacent areas by natural movement, but, if you can get your neighbor(s) to get in on the treatment, you can get a handle on the problem sooner and, reduce the damage the beetles themselves do to the landscape.

Won't beetles fly in from my neighbors yard?
Yes (see above), but, any eggs they lay in your lawn will be unable to cause you any trouble. 

What about moles?
Eliminating grubs with Milky Spore often cause Moles and skunks to feed elsewhere. Unfortunately, they may head for your neighbor’s untreated yard instead. Milky Spore does not affect moles, it simply eliminates their food source.

How do I know if I have beetle grubs?
Grubs feed on the roots of your lawn, which can become brown and die. Put a shovel into the ground about six inches deep and see if you can spot the grubs in the soil horizon.  Sometimes they can be seen poking their heads out of the ground.  If this happens, you got it bad.  Get some nematodes too!  Active grubs can completely destroy a lawn. Use Milky Spore in conjunction with nematodes for immediate control.

Do beetle larvae feed more aggressively in Fall?
Yes, grubs in fall are in the first instar stage and are feeding for growth to store body fat for winter. In the spring, grubs reach 3rd instar prior to molting and do not require as much food.  Fall is a good time to apply Milky Spore.

Are grubs infected by Milky Spore in spring when rising to the surface following hibernation?
Grubs become infected by swallowing a spore. They do not become infected by rubbing up against spores or passing through them. Since grubs feed less in Spring, the incidence of infection is not as great as in fall, but some ingestion will occur.  It’s still good to apply it though as, it doesn’t die or go away and will multiply over time, insulating your lawn against future attack.

What are the application rates for Milky Spore?
Milky Spore powder must be applied in teaspoon amounts every four feet in rows four feet apart creating a grid pattern. Milky Spore spreader mix must be applied three times a year for two years with a drop spreader to be spread successfully.

Can I broadcast the Spreader Mix?
No, the powder is too light to be used with a broadcast spreader. It must be placed in concentrated areas on the lawn and that is why it must be used with a drop spreader.

What is the difference between the Spreader mix and the powder?
The main difference is that in using the six part spreader mix program you are essentially spreading the spore over an entire lawn rather than in concentrated areas. In doing this the number of spores in any one location is significantly less than the concentrated spot method.

 Grubs become infected by swallowing a spore and this occurs by happenstance when feeding on grass roots. The more spores in a given area, the greater chance for infection. Each infected grub dies and releases 3 billion new spores into the soil.

What is the shelf life of Milky Spore?
Milky Spore has unlimited shelf life as long as it is stored in a cool dry place.

What if I get Milky Spore in my eyes?
 What if I breathe it in?
No cause for concern. Milky Spore is not a chemical pesticide. The only thing that Milky Spore affects is Japanese Beetle Grubs.  Wash your hands and take a shower to get if off of you if you have an accident.
