SPRING MAY BE IN THE AIR, BUT PESTICIDES NEEDN’T BE

Pat Beckett

What’s bright yellow and sprouts up to decorate suburban lawns as one of the first harbingers of Spring? If you guessed daffodils or dandelions, guess again. Take a look around and you’ll notice those bright yellow signs are "WARNINGS" to keep off the grass because pesticides have been  applied. And unfortunately, these signs are becoming so common their familiarity breeds contempt, and we tend to ignore them and the message they bring about the effects of pesticides on our health.

And just what is the message about pesticides? Are they really dangerous? The answer is a resounding "YES". Lawn care chemicals are much more than just synthetic fertilizers (problematic enough in themselves). They include toxic pesticides, herbicides and fungicides that can make you sick. These are broad-spectrum biocides, which simply means they are poisonous to many kinds of life. That includes you and your family (and children are particularly at risk), your neighbors, your pets and wildlife. The Environmental Protection Agency itself has admitted in court that "no pesticide can be considered safe", and that EPA registration on a label for a pesticide product does not assure safety. Federal law prohibits manufacturers from labeling any pesticide "safe when used as directed".

What are you putting on your lawn? I urge you to find out because not knowing is downright dangerous. We all need to make an informed choice before deciding how to treat our lawns. We need to know that the National Cancer Institute has indicated that children are as much as six times more likely to get childhood leukemia when pesticides are used in the home or garden. We need to know that 95% of the pesticides used on residential lawns are considered probable or possible carcinogens by the EPA. We need to know that 2,4-D (found in over 1,500 lawn care products) was a component of Agent Orange. We need to know that organophosphates are designed to act as neurotoxins. We need to know that the EPA banned the use of Diazinon on golf courses and sod farms after massive bird kills were linked to application. We need to know that it has remained available to the home gardener and continues to kill countless thousands of birds.

But you want a green lawn? Well, that’s OK, because the good news is that none of these chemicals are necessary. Our grandparents and great-grandparents had lawns too, and they were green, long before the advent of the billion dollar agri-chemical industry began its convince us such a thing was impossible without using their products. And there are many

alternatives to the chemical money-go-round approach to lawn care. An ecological approach to a healthy lawn seems to me to be the very essence of Yankee common sense: safe, practical and effective.

